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What is the demand for good clinical
practice in	abortion care



Demand	for	abortion	Care
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Abortion	law	around	the	world-
Progress	and	Pushback

• 68- Countries	currently	prohibits	abortion	entirely	or	permits	
it	only	to	save	a	women’s	life

• 60- Countries	allow	a	women	to	decide	whether	to	terminate	
a	pregnancy

• 57- Countries	permit	abortion	to	protect	a	women’s	life	and	
health

• 14- Countries	permit	abortion	for	socio-economic	motives

• 39%	of	the	world	population	 lives	in	countries	with	highly	
restrictive	laws	governing	abortion	(Finer	and	Fine,	2013)
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How	to	improve	Sexual	and	
Reproductive	Health	of	the	

Women	in	Europe?	
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Multi-faceted	Approach

• Working	with	Organisations	which	can	make	a	
difference	

• Understanding	what	works?
• Promoting	availability	of	all	effective	methods	
of	contraception	 including	access	to	abortion

• Focusing	on	the	totality	of	Sexual	Health	of	
Women	as	an	overall	package

• Role	of	EBCOG	and	the	National	Societies	
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WHO	Europe	Action	Plan	for	Sexual	and	
Reproductive	Health	2030

• Millennium	Development	Goal	5	(	Now	sustainable	
development	goal-Target	3.7):

• “To	ensure	universal	access	to	sexual	and	
reproductive	healthcare	services,	 including	for	family	
planning,	information,	and	education,	and	the	
integration	of	reproductive	health	into	national	
strategies	and	programmes	by	2030.

• Target	5.6:	To	ensure	universal	access	to	sexual	and	
reproductive	rights-as	part	of	Beijing	declaration”		
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WHO	Europe	Action	Plan	for	Sexual	and	
Reproductive	Health	2030

• Provision	of	information	and	services	that	enable	
people	to	make	informed	decisions	about	
contraception

• Prevent	sexual	violence	and	exploitation
• Reduce	unmet	needs	for	contraception	by	removing	
medical	barriers	to	contraception

• Reduce	STI	by	providing	dynamic	preventive	and	
curative	services

• That	abortion	services	offer	comprehensive	
information



European	Union

• Van	Lancker Report	2002
• “	Called	upon	all	European	States	to	make	
abortion	safe	and	accessible	where	legal,	and	
refrain	from	prosecuting	women	for	illegal	
abortions”

• (	Sexual	and	Reproductive	Health	and	Rights-
2001/2128	(INI),	Committee	on	Women’s	
Rights	and	Equal	Opportunities)	 			
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Engagement	meeting	of	EBCOG	with	EU	
Commissioner	of	Health	2015
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Standards	of	Care
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EBCOG	Standards	of	Care	-Gynaecology	
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The	essentials of training

• Skills
–Methods of termination
• Efficacy,	risks,	side effects
• Management	of complications

– Eligibility criteria for procedures
• Special	groups

– STI	types and prevalence
• Screening,	Diagnosis	and prophylactic treatment

–Methods of postabortion contraception
• Efficacy,	risks,	side effects,	



The	essentials of training
• Skills
– Surgical procedures (hand on	training)

• Early	and late abortion (hand on	)
– Medical	abortion

• Case	discussions,	tasks
– Postabortion LARCs	(Insertion)

– Non	directive counseling
• Cases	and case discussions (	ambivalence,	forced decision
etc)

– Contraceptive Counselling
• Culture	sensitive	counseling
• Difficult situations



The	essentials of training
• Attitudes
– Repeat	abortions
– Discordance with the partner
–Minors

– Ethical values and possible conflicts

– How to respond to politicians,	journalists etc.


