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Ferility and abortion rates
Slovenia 1970−2012, women aged 15−49 yrs
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Legislation of abortion in 
Slovenia

• 1951: decriminalisation of abortion
• 1952: permitted for medico-social reasons
• 1960: permitted for social reasons
• 1977: actual law

– Permitted on a demand until 10th week of 
pregnancy

– After 10th week permitted on a request 
addressed to Committee for artificial abortion 

– No parental consent for minors
– No mandatory counselling 



A way towards legislation of
abortion − development of VA

• 1836: Simpson JY

• 1927: Bykov SG 

• 1958: Tsung TK, Wu YT, 

Wu HC

• 1960 : Melks EI, Roze LV 

• 1961: Zubejev AV 

– 1963: Moscow



Slovenia and VA

• 1964 − VE-2: Novak F, 
Vilfan D, Tomaževič T, 
Čavić M, Lah I

Čavić M, Tomaževič T. Prednosti prekinitve nosečnosti z aspiracijo. Medicinski razgledi 1968, 7: 25-32.
Joffe C. Abortion in Historical Perspective. In: Lichtenberg S, Paul M, Borgatta L, Grimes D, Stubblefield P, eds. A Clinicians Guide to 
Medical and Surgical Abortion. San Francisco: Churchill Livingstone, 1999.



Slovenia and VA

• 1966: Copenhagen
• 1967: IPPF Santiago de 

Chile
• 1968: Association for the 

Study of Abortion (ASA), 
USA

• 1971 – 1973: 
– Yugoslavian–American –

joint research project
– Ljubljana Abortion Study



Ljubljana Abortion Study 1971-1973

Andolsek L, Novak F. The Ljubljana Abortion Study ,1971-73. Comparison of the medical effects of induced abortion by two methods,
curettage and vacuum aspiration. Bethesda: The National Institutes of Health, 1974.



Pregnancy outcomes

World (WHO) Slovenia
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Fertility and abortion rates
Slovenia 1981−2012, women aged 15−19 yrs
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2012: 4.9 life births/1000
2012: 5.8 abortions/1000



Pregnancies in adolescents
per 1.000 women aged 15−19 yrs Europe, 1996 

30

21

12

18

15

13

11

10

5

5

1

7

5

4

30

31

21

7

9

10

10

10

13

10

13

6

7

8

0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70

Hungary

UK

Czech Rep.

Sweden

Denmark

France

Slovenia

Finland

Germany

Belgium

Greece

Italy

Spain

Netherlands abortions
life births

UNICEF, 2001



Pregnancies in adolescents
per 1.000 women aged 15−19 yrs, EU, 2009
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Bitzer J, ESC Congress Hague 2010



Intimate experiences
secondary–school students aged 17 yrs, Slovenia
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Contraceptive use at last sexual intercourse
secondary–school students aged 17 yrs, Slovenia
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Most appropriate sources of information 
on sexuality, secondary–school students aged 17 yrs, Slovenia
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Sexuality education

ABOUT YOU (singular) ABOUT YOU (plural)




